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Yet the hypothesis of diffusion merely assumes that pre-
historic times were not very different from historic times.
Among the chief features of recorded history are conquests,
migrations, and colonizations which completely transformed
the cultures of vast areas. In modern times we have the
European colonization of America, Australia,, and South
Africa. Earlier we have the Roman conquest of Western
Europe and the Arab conquest of North Africa. All these
movements have, so far as the great majority of the inhabi-
tants are concerned, submerged the previous cultures. Even
where the earlier inhabitants have not been absorbed, as in
South Africa, they are rapidly adopting the culture of their
conquerors. North Africa has been the home of great
civilizations, Egyptian, Carthaginian, Greek, and Roman, yet
there is little in its present culture which antedates the Arab
conquest. We see Buddhism spreading from India to China
and Japan; Islam from Arabia to Nigeria, Central Asia, and
Java; not to speak of the spread of Christianity. Similarly
we see such inventions as gunpowder, printing, steam power,
and electricity spreading all over the world and displacing
older devices.

The hypothesis of multiple invention assumes that though
such movements have been going on ever since the beginnings
of recorded history, nothing of the sort ever happened where
there was no recorded history. It encourages us to suppose
that diffusion to Britain began with Julius Caesar; to America
with Columbus, and to Central Africa with Livingstone.

The hypothesis of diffusion, on the contrary, is that history
merely records some of the more recent incidents in a
process which has been going on for untold millennia,
probably since the time, some half-million years ago, when
man first appeared. Diffusion depends, of course, on trans-
port and communication, and these have recently been
speeded up, but it is often forgotten that all the great move-
ments of peoples and cultures which took place before 1840